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ABSTRACT

The present era is an era of information
explosion. A tremendous amount of information
is being produced every minute of every day. The
University Libraries are facing financial crisis,
hence must realize the importance of resource
sharing. At present, through not much resource
sharing is done except the interlibrary loan, at
proposal of Library networking of University,
collages and R&D Institutions in India. The
CorrespondingAuthor Network is known as Information and Library

network (INFLIBNET). The INFLIBNET is
KalpanaChandrakar, (Ph.D.), moving towards the accelerate higher Education

Department of Library Science, through its activities, servicesand functions, which
MATSUniversity, Raipur, Chhattisgarh, INDIA are discussed in this paper.
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INTRODUCTION
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agency working group for development of an

Information and Library Network” popularly known
asINFLIBNET, which arerecommended that to keep
pacewiththecostly information resourcesinthelibrary
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networks and through these network offer catal ogue
services, collection development and other
communi cation based services.
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Inflibnet

Informationand Library Network (INFLIBNET) isamgor program of the University Grand Commission
(UGC) initiated in 1991 with it’s headquartering at Gujarat University campus, Ahemdabad. The program is
directed to moderni zation of Library and Information centersand established amechanism for information
transfer and accessto support scholarship, learning and academic pursuit. It also aimed at establishing a
nationa network for Library and Information center of University inditutionsinIndia Itisbasi caly acooperdive
endeavor inresource devel opment, sharing anditsutilization at nationa leve . Over theyears, theprogram has
progressed steadily and since May 1996 it isan independent autonomous Inter University center under the
UGC to coordinate and implement the nation wide high speed network for connecting all the University
Librariesinthe Country.

Genesis of Inflibnet

Thefirst forma meeting for what |etter on cameto beknown asINFLIBNET took placeonApril 22,
1988 under the chairmanship of Prof. Yashpal, Chairman of UGC and report cameout in December 1988.
Thiswas very fast work by any yardstick and the initiators and number deserve praisefor their single-
mindedness and sincerity for purpose. A working group of nineteen members are setup to go into whole
guestion of networking and findly itsstarestowork.

What isInflibnet?

Thedescriptionon INFLIBNET asacooperative network of University and R & D complexes, sharing
their resources and facilities of each other and offering union catal ogue, databases, document supply and
communication Services.

Why Inflibnet

The UGC spend about morethan 150 crores/year for librariesin higher education for acquisition of
books & journalsbut no researcher at one singleinstitutionisableto have accessto al the materia sthat he/
sherequiresbecausenolibrary issdlf- sufficient. If on other hand accessto other collectionismade possible
thenin placeof publications of costly resources and unique collectionsmay be ensured. Thenetwork sinceit
would be based on the modern communi cation system, woul d a so befacilitate academi c conservation between
any two aress.

Objective of Inflibnet

Theprimary objectivesof INFLIBNET asenvisaged in Memorandum of Associaion are:

» Toevolveanationd network interconnecting variouslibrariesandinformation centersin Universities,
Deemed Universties, Collagesand UGC information center, ingtitutions of National Importanceand
R&D Indtitutions.

»  Toprovidethereliableaccessto document collection of librariesby cresting on- lineunion catal ogue of
monographs, serids, and non book materiasinvariouslibrariesin India.

»  Toprovidebetter accessto worl dwide bibliographicinformation sourceswith citation and abstract
such asperiodica article, conference papers, Technical reports, standers and specifications, patents,
monographs etc. through indigenously created databases and by establishing gatewaysfor on-line
accessing of internationa databasesheld by international information networksand centers.

»  Toprovide document delivery servicesby establishing resource centersaround librarieshaving rich
collection of documents.

»  Tooptimizeinformation resources utilization through shared cataloguing, inter library loan services,
catal ogue production, collection devel opment and avoi ding the duplicationin acquisition to the extent
possible.
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»  Toimplement computerization of operationsand servicesinthelibrariesand information centersof the
country, following auniform standard.

»  Tofacilitate academic communication among engineers, scientist, researcher, socia scientist faculties
& students through electronic mail, Internet, bulletin board, file transfer, computer/audio/video
conferencing etc.

»  Totrained 7 devel op human resourcesin thefield of computerized library operationsand networking
to successfully participatein the establishment and regul ar operation of INFLIBNET.

Activaties of Inflibnet

1. LibraryAutomation: Theautomationof University libraryisamgor activity of INFLIBNET. Itis
asoaprerequisitefor networking of librariesand resource sharing under the INFLIBNET programme.
Realizing theimportance of thisbasic necessity, INFLIBNET center through UGC hasbeen providing
grant totheuniversity identified under the programme. Every year, 15-20 Librariesidentified andinitia
granttosomeaf 6.5 lakhisprovided. Thisenablesthelibrariesto purchasecomputer, modem, tel ephone,
printer, Air conditioner, software etc. These selected librariesare al so provided with repairing grant for
thefirst fiveyearsafter theinstalation of system. Thishelp them to take care of expendituresrelating
to sdary of information Scientist (A position created specidly to assst Librarianinimplementati on of
programme). Dataentry, computer maintenance, consumabl eitems, tel ephone chargesetc. Till now
morethan 200 universitieshave given grant for automation purpose.

2. Software Development: To facilitate automation function of the participating libraries, library
management softwarewas devel oped. Softwarefor University library (SOUL), work in client server
modein windowsenvironment using M S-SQL server asback endtool.

3. Human Resour ce Development: Themajor objective of thisgroup isto conduct varioustraining
coursesfromtimeto time depending on therequirements. INFLIBNET has been conducting thetraining
coursesof short andlong duration and meetingsetc, through thisgroup. National Convention CALIBER
and PLANNER areregular featureof INFLIBNET under thisgroup. Several other typesof training
coursesand workshops are conducted in collaboration with various nationd agencieslikeNASSDOC
(ICSSR),All IndiaRadio, ICAR, KV Setc. Thegroupwill dso assist in preparing librariesfor automation,
identifying universitiesfor funding, follow-up assistance etc.

Regional Training Programme: IRTPLA isoneof the popular programmes started by thegroupin
recent timesand ashort duration course, conducted at different universitiestoimplement automation at
collegelibraries. Theresponseto thiscourseisvery high and it is ableto attract many states and
conducted morethan 50 courses across the country covering most of the states. Many more such
coursesarebeing plannedthis

4. Development of Union Databases: Thecenter iscurrently engaged in creating following databases
which can beaccessed on- lineusing Internet through INFLIBNET web pagei.e. www.inflibnet.ac.in.
Thedatabasesare:

(a) Book Databases: Thedatabase representsthe holding of participant librariesunder the programme
cornering both old aswell as current books and about 10 lakh uniquerecordsare availableand more
than fifteen lakh recordsreceived from universitiesare being process.

(b) Thesis: Thisunion database coversthe bibliographic Metadataof Doctoral Thesessubmitted to
morethan 234 UniversitiedIngtitutesiniIndia. It hasover 1, 81,491 uniquerecordsfrom all subject
areas. Thisdatais contributed by participating Universities and we have collected more datafrom
variousrdiablesources, university announcementsetc

(c) Current Serials Database: Union database of current serialsis one of the major databases
developed by INFLIBNET covering 10,750 uniquetitles subscribed by morethan 185 universities/
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ingtitutelibraries. Thisdatabase providesthelisting of titleswith brief bibliographicinformation dong
with thelibrary name. Titles classified under the seria are covered in thisdatabase. To search this
database, you may use the access points given hereto retrieve theinformation. Database was |l ast
updated on January, 2005.

(d) Expert Database of S& T: EDST isthe premier database of profilesof scientists/ researchers
andfaculty membersworking at leading R & D and other ingtitutionsinvolved in teaching and research
in India. It provides important information about expert’s educational qualifications, area of expertise,
contact address, skillsand accomplishments.

The database is being developed under the project funded by NISSAT, Ministry of Science and
Technol ogy, Department of Scientific and Industrial Research, New Delhi. Thedatabase offersexpertise
of more than 24,000 faculties from the nation’s leading institutions. Attempt has been made to provide
accessto relevant and accurateinformation collected from various sources. Web enabled interface has
beenincorporatedtofacilitate the search and update the nameslisted in the database. All these databases
areupdated onregular basis.

5.  Document Ddlivery System: INFLIBNET has setup six document delivery centersfor providing
full text of seridsarticlesavailablefrom the collection of their university libraries. Besdestheexisting
resources, the university an attempt isbeing madeto work on arrangement with nationa documentation
centers, sectoral documentation centersand other resourceful libraries. The UGC hasreleased the
fundtotheseuniverstiesto equipthemto providethissarvice Thecentersare: BanarasHindu University,
Indian Institute of Science, Jawaharlal Nehru University, Panjab University, Tatalnstitute of social
scienceand University of Hydrabad.

6. UGC-Infonet Project: The UGC haslunched an ambitiousprogrammeto bring out the qudity changes
intheacademicinfrastructure, especially for higher education. Under thisprogrammethisis proposed
to useinformation and communication technology (ICT) and internet to transform learning environment
fromamonodimensond onetomulti dimensiond one UGC- Infonet will beboon tothe higher education.

7. E-subscription Fror University System Under UGC-Infonet: The UGC haslunched aprogramme
to provide el ectronic access over the Internet to scholarly literaturein all areas of learning to the
university sector in India. The programmeisfully funded by UGC and administered & monitor by
INFLIBNET. All thelndian Universitiescan get the membership of thisprogrammeandit will gradudly
extend to collages. In this E- subscription programme 5500 journa sare covered of different subjects.

CONCLUSION

INFLIBNET isvery ambitiousand well throughout project designed to sharing the resourcesamong
thehigher education ingtitutions. Thegrowth of INFLIBNET isthegrowth of higher educationin our country.
Inthe emerging Indian education Society INFLIBNET not justamissionbutitisamissiontoimprovein
higher education and research al over the country. Although, theINFLIBNET isstill in devel oping stage but
it contributeal ot inthe devel opment in higher education of our country by hel ping the peopleto kegp themselves
update through resource sharing of the databases and E-journalsconsortium. It isa so expected in near future
to havemoreimpact on higher education inimproving thequaity whenit will reechtoitsglory.
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